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SUMMARY  

 

The values of the cultural heritage of the northern Bug River route  

The northern route of the Bug River covers an area enchanting not only with the non-
contaminated industry of the Bug River Valley landscape, but also with the richness of its cultural 
heritage. Several historical towns on the territories from Terespol to Wlodawa are considered 
parts of the above-mentioned route and this particular territory has been extended of the historical 
monuments and memorial sites located north of the route, namely, the vicinity of  Pratulin and 
Janow Podlaski as well as the south – the locations around Sobibor. 

 The outstanding  overview of this region is related to its unique culture. The struggle 
between different ethnic groups and nationalities as well as traditions in this area, formed, during 
centuries, the specific cultural melting pot, with the unique nature of borderlands. This mosaic is 
reflected in the architecture, culture, customs, cuisine and other areas of life. 

 On the area described here, it was common to built churches, Orthodox churchesand 
synagogues. People inhabiting these territories, live in harmony with nature, in spite of different 
faiths and nationalities, disturbed, however, by conflicts occurred over the centuries. And this 
uniqueness, constituted not a gift but frequently a curse. 

 The cultural heritage of the discussed area represents a great variety of styles and regional 
variations, which is associated with the multicultural nature of the border region, especially 
regarding religion. The state of religious objects in the area is largely due to the dramatic fate of 
the multitude groups of the Units, who had once inhabited the eastern borderlands of Poland. 

 The Units, since the time of Empress Maria Theresa, also referred to as Greek Catholics, 
accounted for a significant factor for the Ukrainian national revival, which in cross-border tourism 
of this area may serve as an integrating element. Such an approach to joint Polish-Ukrainian 
history would be highly important in the context of the famous theory of Samuel P. Huntington, 
described in the book "The Clash of Civilizations" (Publisher Muza SA, Warsaw, 2004). This 
remarkable, American scholar concluded that global policy, of the breakthrough of XX and XXI 
century, will be dominated by the cultural differences, resulting mainly from the religious 
differences. The exquisite political analyst, across the pages of his book, writes about borderland 
wars, driven predominantly by religious reasons. 

 The author believes that "the wars of borderland include certain stimuli, which not only 
induce each party to emphasize their civilization identity but also the identity of the other side." 
The threats arising from this fact are exaggerated, and regarded as dangerous to the present 
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culture. The state and various social groups, and most of all religious are engaged in the 
borderland wars. 

 The description of the cultural heritage of the discussed route, will be presented first on 
the example of JANOW PODLASKI , the former seat of the bishops from Lutsk. Once a city, 
currently a town, where the famous horse stable famous from breeding Arabian horses is located, 
together with baroque buildings surrounded by the former collegiate seminary, neoclassical 
church, converted into an Orthodox Church (1864-1918) and the ruins of the bishops castle. The 
figure of Bishop Adam Naruszewicza is closely related to the region of Janow.  

 Another location which is worth mentioning is PRATULIN , known for the Tsar 
programme of Uniates in 1874, where the Sanctuary dedicated to the martyrs of the Podlasie 
region is situated -  13 blessed Units and the Unites’ cemetery. 

     Needless to be recalled,  the history of the goods of Terespol and Różanka,  owned by the 
Pociej, Fleming and Czartoryski families. NEPLE are famous for their mysterious stone figures – 
“hags” (called in Polish, “baby”), also known in Podolia and Volhynia. 

 KOSTOMŁOTY  – the village mentioned in the documents from the beginning of the 
fifteenth century, belonged first to the Augustinian monastery from Brest, and then to the Sapieha 
family. Since the mid-nineteenth century, the Orthodox church built approximately in 1630, 
religious and community functions were conducted by the Units. Today, it constitutes a very 
famous neo-units parish in Poland and the Sanctuary of  Podlasie Units. 

 Further towns located on the route, which are worth mentioning, are: KODEŃ, where one 
may admire the Renaissance Church of St. Anna with its famous legendary painting, namely,  the 
image of the Virgin Mary of Kodeń, which was brought by Nicolas Sapieha from Rome or 
Constantinople and JABŁECZNA  – one of the major Orthodox sanctuaries in Poland. 

The goods in the region of SLAWATYCZE  belonged to the well-known families; Polish, 
Lithuanian and German (the families of Sanguszko, Leszczynski, Radziwill, Hohenlohe). 
Noteworthy is the Renaissance church interiors with rich furnishings from the seventeenth and 
eighteenth century and the Orthodox Churchfrom the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. 

 HANNA  – former a town, currently a village, the property of Radziwill family. Since the 
mid-sixteenth century this location included a group of Units Orthodox churches, now the Roman 
Catholic church with polychrome dated the mid-eighteenth century with its the miraculus painting 
of the Virgin Mary of Hanna. 

 As for the most significant points,  along the way, one should consider WLODAWA  - a city 
of three cultures, where the Catholic church of St. Louis, the Pauline monastery, the Orthodox 
Church and synagogue are located. 
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 In conclusion, we would like to emphasize once more that the areas located in the valley of 
the River Bug, which forms a natural border of the country, constitutes a melting pot of the cultural 
border with an extremely rich cultural heritage. For centuries, these lands are occupied side by side, 
by The Catholics, Orthodox, Muslims (Tatars), Jews, Lithuanians, Ukrainians, Belarusians and 
Poles. Today, this "climate" enchants even more due to the fact that it looks as if out of this era, by 
its character referring to distant borderlands, almost mythical. Furthermore, the northern route of the 
Bug River may constitute a bridge between West and East, between the Latin culture and the Greek-
Byzantine. Despite the fact that today in the area, similarly to other locations, the impact of the West 
may be observed, this process, however,  is slow and the towns and villages have not lost their 
peculiar Eastern character yet.  

 

 
 

 


