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The aspectual value of the verbal periphrasandar+atinfinitivo
(a comparative study: Portuguese-Polish)

The purpose of this article is to examine the aspectual value of the verbal periphrase
andar+a+infinitivo in the European variety of the Portuguese language.

In the first part we examine the possible combinations of the auxiliary verb andar with
different verb semantic classes. The analysis demonstrates the connection between aspectual
differences and the combination of the auxiliary verb andar with different sorts of verbal
predicates.

The second part is a study in order to find the possible ways of tranglating the analysed
periphrase into Polish. The comparison of the two languages in question proves that, while the
Portuguese language possesses structures consisting of an auxiliary verb and a principa verb
which make up a verbal periphrase, the Polish language finds their equivalents through simple
verbal forms that combine with adverbial forms.

Key words: verbal periphrases, verbal aspect, auxiliary verb.



